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C LERK: Mr . Pr e s i d e n t , Senator Wesely would move to amend.
This amendment is on 2301.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Wesely.

SENATOR WESELY: Th ank you . Well , I ce r t a i n l y wasn' t
surpr i se d b y t h at , and s o d o n ' t wo r r y , t he r e i s n o h ar d
feelings. I will be surpr i s ed , h ow e v er , i f some of you
don't r ecognize t h e need t o adopt this amendment. This
amendment says that w e s h o u l d r ec o g n i z e t he n e e d f o r a
change in our health insurance plan, recognizing that it is
maybe too quick to do this year with a 3 percen t sa l ar y
increase. At the very least,we should pu t i n t o t h i s b i l l
intent language. T his is what this amendment does saying
that on Jan u a ry 1 of 1987 we go to a comprehensive medical
plan, that we abandon this f i r s t d ol l ar h osp i t a l c ov e r a g e
that is so costly and ineffective use of hea l t h r e so u r c e s ,
and move to the plan that so many of the private businesses
in this state and nation are moving to. We g ive the
employees a full year and a half notice. We give ourselves
a full year and a half to work with them in terms of their
pay benefit package but I think we stake out for ourselves
the fact eventually, January 1 of this next year, we are
going to get the job done. You k n ow, e v e ry y e a r w e ta l k
about i t , and eve r y ye a r we make the effort, and every year
we sa y n ext ye ar , but we hav e neve r pu t i nt o t h e
appropr i a t i o n s b i l l any i nt e n t l ang u age saying that is what
we are going to do. W e have all just talked, I have got
some floor debate I will bring up later to show how we made
commitments and haven't kept them, but floor debate, and
c onversat i o ns , a n d well-intentioned comments don't get the
job done. Maybe intent language in the appropriations bill
wil l . You kn o w , maybe twenty years from now we w il l sa y
next year we will get the job done unless we d o someth i n g
l i k e t h i s . So al l I am saying is put into the bill intent
language t h a t Ja nu a r y 1 , 1987 t h i s Leg i s l at u r e i n t h i s s ta t e
will move toward a comprehensive medica l p l an . Th at i s t he
amendment that I am asking your adopt io n f or .

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator DeCamp, then Senator Warner.

SENATOR DECAMP: Mr . President, Senator Wesely, I a m g o i n g
to vote for this amendment. The last amendment was a good
amendment I t was a correct amendment. The only problem is
I think it wo uld h ave b reached an unde r s t a n d i n g and
agreement with the public employees, state employees, but
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